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Pastoral letter

The next edition will be published on Sunday 31st July. Contributions by Sunday 24th please.

editor@trinity-urc.org.uk

Contact: - minister.trinity.coresend@gmail.com

01628 525076

The minister’s day off is Friday every week. Please contact your elder if there is a particular need to
seek assistance on a Friday.

Dear friends,

It has been good in recent months to see community groups returning into our church buildings and church groups
meeting again. One of the themes the Vision Group at Trinity has been exploring has been the value of small groups,
whatever focus these groups may have. Despite the pandemic the group was able to list a dozen or so small groups,
from Worship band to Afternoon Fellowship, Mental Health support to Techie Team. Cores End has similar groups
too, often with a task in mind, such as tending the church grounds or leading worship. Simply meeting over coffee or
tea can be immensely valuable in connecting us to each and building up the sense of community and mutual care.
Church committees and meetings can have a bad name, but even they can be a way of bringing people together to
encourage, challenge and inspire each other and together come to better decisions and stronger actions than done
alone. A good focus, a loving spirit and a careful eye on the clock can make all the difference.

As well as the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, this year marks United Reformed Church’s Golden Jubilee – 50 years since
the ground-breaking commitment by Congregationalist and Presbyterians in this country (on 5 October 1972) to set
aside their differences and unite as one church, treasuring unity in diversity, through the love of Christ. The coming
together was not without cost and pain and some churches decided to remain Congregationalists as part of the
Congregational Federation. Ironically unity brought pain of division, and this has taken many years to heal. It is good
to see the URC and Cong Fed working together to mark this year. One joint publication ‘Golden Threads’ brings
together reflections from both denominations on these 50 years of church life. Proceeds from the book will go towards
the Trussell Trust to support the work of Foodbanks across the country. There are forewords by the two General
Secretaries, Yvonne Campbell (CF) and John Bradbury (URC). Yvonne ends by quoting from the letter of Jude in a
passage that begins ‘You must build each other up…’

After all the challenges of these past two years – and the real crises facing our nation and world today – how do we
‘build each other up’? It is as we meet together that this encouragement becomes possible – as we share our hopes
and fears, our convictions and questions, above all listening to each other, accepting difference, valuing what unites,
knowing God with us.

As we enter the summer season many of our small groups will stop meeting for a while, a time to pause and take stock,
but also to reflect on what are the essentials in our Christian lives and what the apostle Paul calls ‘faith active in love.’
For Golden Threads I wrote this prayer, which I offer for our church life here at Wycombe and Bourne End, as well as
the wider church:

God of all creation,
year by year, day by day, you call us to be Church,
the body of Christ, alive and at work.
Scattered or gathered, strong or weak, you call us to be Church,
united by your Spirit, vibrant with your Love.
In the past, the present and the future, you call us to be Church,
bound to each other and to you,
light and salt for a damaged world.
Forgive us the many ways we have made diversity division.
Forgive us the many words that have not turned into actions.
Forgive us the many failures to be light for those in darkness,
salt for the healing of the nations.
Renew us, your people, that
year by year, day by day, we may be simply Church,
the body of Christ, alive and at work,
to your glory and praise. Amen.

May the peace of Christ unite us,



Worship in July
Every Sunday at 10.30 am at both churches

Our thanks to all who led worship, read or provided music at our two churches in June as we celebrated
the Queen’s Jubilee and the great festival of Pentecost. The Spirit was at work!
It is good to see that Covid19 cases have fallen nationally and locally, though many people are still being
affected by it and lives disrupted – including members of both church. For most life is feeling more
‘normal’ and masks are less in evidence, but they are still worn by some and others continue to feel
anxious in crowded spaces. The wearing of masks in church is left to personal choice, and we ask
all to continue to take care when at church and respect people’s space as is appropriate. Of course, we
ask that people do not attend if you have any Covid symptoms (or test positive). Please be especially
careful and sensitive to those who are more vulnerable, cautious or anxious about the virus. We are
reviewing our precautions regularly at both churches and if you have any concerns or questions, don’t
hesitate to contact the minister or elders.

PLEASE CARE FOR EACH OTHER AND ALL

We are continuing to stream the service from Trinity every Sunday so that those who are still confined
to home can watch the service. Many thanks to the Techie team for doing this.

Worship online and in church
10.30 am at Trinity Church and streamed service – the link is bit.ly/trinityhw
3 July Worship with Holy Communion led by Terry Hinks
10 July Worship led by Dr Josephine Prior
17 July All age Worship led by Terry Hinks
24 July Worship led by John Shaw
31 July Worship led by Terry Hinks

10.30 am at Cores End Church
3 July Worship led by Worship Group
10 July Worship with Holy Communion led by Terry Hinks
17 July Worship led by Sue Burke
24 July Worship led by Terry Hinks
31 July Worship led by Derek Holland

Junior Church: sessions (or alternative activities) continue at both churches.
For more details of our activities with children please contact the Junior Church Leaders. There are
also materials for children and families at https://www.rootsontheweb.com/.

JULY CHURCH MEETINGS

AGM at Cores End URC
on Monday 18 July at 7.30 pm

Please come and share in our Annual General Meeting as we elect elders to share in leadership of the
church and other postholders, hear reports and receive accounts and make decisions for the future,
including our celebrations of this URC 50th Anniversary year.

Church Meeting at Trinity URC
on Tuesday 19 July at 7.30 pm

Vision for the Future and for Now
This meeting will focus on Proposals from the Vision Group arising from discussions at the special April
Church Meeting. Please come and share in the discussion and decision making.



People News from the Churches

The total raised at Cores End was £396. This came from service collections
over the two Sundays, plus contributions made at a Bread and Cheese lunch.
Trinity raised £310.

URC CHILTERN GROUP AGM
DISCUSSION AND WORSHIP

Worship Leader: Revd George Watt (Synod Moderator)
here at Trinity Church on Sunday 3 July (3 pm to 5 pm)

with refreshments
The meeting is open to all, so do come and find out more about the Group

our two churches are part of. More details from Terry Hinks

Agenda
3.00pm Annual General Meeting including group discussion on

Changes and a New Vision
4.15pm Tea and Fellowship
4.40pm Worship led by Rev George Watt, Thames North Moderator

A load of rubbish?
A second litter pick at Cores End on Saturday 23 July (10 am – 11 am, starting at the church car
park). All welcome. Speak to Ann W for more details

Not included in this version



Praying Together

Prayer Chains
Both churches operate Prayer Chains so do use these. The first point of contact is:
��(at Cores End) david@dkreynolds.plus.com
��(at Trinity) johnandrosemary@outlook.com
If you would like to be part of either Prayer Chain please get in touch.
Trinity Prayers (Wednesday Mornings, via Zoom) 9.30 am on 6 and 20 July. More information from Kate
Y, Sue T or Terry.

Trinity Day of Prayer on 6 July from 8 am to 8 pm. This will begin with 9.30 am online prayers and end
with the elders offering prayer at 7.30 – 8 pm. In between we are asking members and friends to sign up
for half an hour of prayer. Please contact Sue T to fill a slot.
24/7 Prayer for Wycombe contact Jane Franklin prayer@ccfh.org.uk if you would like to go on the mailing
list.
Wye Churches Community Prayer takes place on Wednesdays at 4pm. The prayers move around the
churches – and you are welcome to join the group at any time: There will be prayers on Zoom on 6 July.
Contact Terry for more details.

Praying for Ukraine

KEEP PRAYING for UKRAINE
There are many prayer resources including those from Christian Aid Prayers from Christian Aid and
from the URC United Reformed Church Prayers for Ukraine

DEC Ukraine Appeal: The Disasters Emergency Committee is a coalition of over 15 aid
organisations (including Christian Aid). Their appeal will be matched pound for pound by donations
from the UK Government’s previously allocated funds. Trinity sent £130 in April and more donations
are welcome. You can donate online here: Donate here.

DON’T FORGET THE MANY OTHER PLACES OF CONFLICT AND INJUSTICE



What is Lighthouse?
A Christian holiday club which gets the summer holidays off to a great start.
Lighthouse began in Great Missenden and Prestwood in 1987. There are
now 14 Lighthouses - Beaconsfield, Bletchley South, Bourne End,
Burnham, Cressex, Great Missenden, Hazlemere, Langley, Loudwater,
Mansfield, Marlow, Princes Risborough, Shelswell and of course, High
Wycombe!

What goes on at Lighthouse?
At the start and finish of the day everyone is together for worship, teaching, drama, competitions, etc. In
between children have a programme of games, performing arts and craft, plus sessions to explore the
day's theme. The 10s and 11s age group have a choice of workshops.
Where and when?
Lighthouse High Wycombe takes place on the first full week of the summer holidays - Monday 25 to
Friday 29 July, at Highcrest Academy, Hatter's Lane, High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire HP13.
Other Lighthouses are also taking place that week (Loudwater Lighthouse is 22-26 August).
How can I help?
Volunteer! Encourage and support children to attend. Hold the Lighthouse in prayer. More information
on the website Home | Lighthouse Central

HIGH WYCOMBE FAITHS AWARENESS TOUR
Sunday 17 July 2.30 – 5.30 pm

led by Peter Tate

We may encounter different faiths daily either in town or at work, but how can we relate well with them
while still staying true to our own perspective?
Come to a Faiths Awareness Tour on Sunday 17 July around faith centres in central High Wycombe,
to learn how to interact well with practitioners of different faiths. Peter has been helping groups in Lon-
don for over 2 years to do this, and to do so, confidently and sensitively as Christians. You are warmly
invited to join in the tour here in High Wycombe and deepen your own faith awareness. The Proposed
schedule for the afternoon is:
2.30 pm Arrival / Intro to Tour at Salvation Army Citadel, Frogmoor
3.15 pm Visit to Gurdwara (& Food)
4.00 pm Visit to Mosque
4.30 pm Visit to Mandir
5.00 pm Debrief at Church
5.30 pm Depart
Faith tours consist of visits to up to 3 faith centres (Hindu, Muslim, Sikh), preparation training before and
a debrief afterwards, all on one (hopefully sunny) afternoon! Groups are normally up to 15 people (20
absolute maximum). Places will be on a first come first serve basis, with places being first offered to
those who took part in the taster session. To book a place or find out more contact Peter on
petertate@fastmail.co.uk If there’s not room this time don’t worry – we hope to have further visits in the
future.

Thank you for your Generous Giving
Thank you for your continued support of the churches’ work, through your regular giving and
donations. If you would like to give to the church by Standing Order, bank transfer or cheque
please contact the treasurers for more details:

(Cores End) - dandrbailey@tiscali.co.uk 01628 520848
(Trinity) - treasurer@trinity-urc.org.uk 01494 564635



Reaching out

WYCOMBE REFUGEE PARTNERSHIP
Our congratulations to the volunteers of Wycombe Refugee Partnership on being approved for the Queen’s
Award for Voluntary Service (QAVS) 2022. You can find more information about WRF’s work on their
website www.wycombe-refugees.org
ONE CAN - Please Keep Collecting
Thank you for continuing to give to the One Can Foodbank at church and through its many collecting
points. The need in Wycombe and the surrounding area continues to grow, with so many people
experiencing food and fuel poverty.
COMPASSION UK
For more information about Compassion UK, please visit www.compassionuk.org. Donations to support
Mary and Cristian (the two children sponsored by Trinity) and the wider work of Compassion UK can be
sent to the Trinity Treasurer, treasurer@trinity-urc.org.uk. We will be hearing again about this work in the
autumn with a Compassion Speaker leading worship at Trinity on 23 October.
TOILET TWINNING
Cores End URC is hoping to twin its ‘new’ toilets – to support communities across the world. £60 will twin
one of our toilets, helping to fund a project in a poor community which will enable families to build a basic
toilet, access clean water and learn about hygiene – a vital combination that saves lives. There are
‘collecting pots’ in each of the church loos – and donations will be much appreciated. Thank you for your
support.

THE COST OF LIVING CRISIS

Joint Public Issues Team reports: ‘Our frontline staff have told us that
child poverty levels are at the worst they can remember.’ (Action for
Children) The headline rate of inflation has reached 9% for the first time in 40 years. Increasing prices
will have huge impacts across our society, but the sharpest and most immediate effects are being felt by
the least well-off families. The effective inflation rate for the poorest families is conservatively estimated
at 11% for the year to April 2022. The major driver of inflation is increasing household energy costs
(53.5% for electricity and 95.5% for gas). This has been accompanied by large rises in transport and food
prices (6.7%). The poorest families by necessity spend a much greater proportion of their income on food,
fuel and transport than the average family, which means the inflation rate experienced by the poorest is
higher
JPIT have been gathering evidence of current and potential impacts of these rapidly rising prices.
Interviews, focus groups and conversations that the Joint Public Issues Team and the Methodist ‘Church
at the Margins’ programme have had with church and community leaders and people who are battling
poverty day to day. In communities that have gone through a decade of austerity followed by pandemic,
who understand and are sadly acclimatised to deprivation, the sentiment that ‘this is the worst we have
seen’ has been repeated time and time again. We know that the coming weeks and months are likely to
be very difficult for many families, and that churches will provide a great deal of practical, emotional, and
spiritual support to those affected. JPIT are challenging local churches to consider how they can play a
greater part in bringing about changes, locally and nationally, which begin to tackle the injustice of
poverty at its roots. See their website - The Cost of Living Crisis | Joint Public Issues Team



NEWS FROM THAMES NORTH SYNOD

THAMES NORTH MINISTERS IN PASTURES NEW
Earlier in the year in Thames North Synod we said goodbye to the Rev Melanie Smith and Rev Mark
Meatcher, husband and wife United Reformed Church ministers who have served the churches in Enfield
for the past four years. They left us to join the staff at the Pacific Theological College in Suva, Fiji where
Melanie is the Director of the Women’s Centre and Mark is assisting with Marketing and Fundraising.
They are serving as partners in mission with the Council for World mission and will continue to be
supported in their four years in Fiji both by Thames North Synod and the wider United Reformed Church
– in fact there is an open invitation for any URC member who might be passing to pop in and see them!
The Synod is considering how we can partner and support them. Mark and Melanie will report back to
the Discipleship Steering Group while they are abroad. Please do pray for them in their new roles and
for the College as it transitions to become a University in this period. They hope to update you all regularly
with news and progress.

Melanie and Mark with the Principal of the Pacific Theological College,
Rev Prof Dr Upolu Luma Vaai (Picture taken by Theresa Fox)

SYNOD ‘IMAGINE CHURCH’ ENVISIONING DAY
This will take place on Saturday 5 November, so please keep that day free and come along and also
consider whether your congregation could be part of the group of ten to participate in our exciting two-
year London Institute of Contemporary Christianity learning hub that will commence early in 2023.
More information for Eddie Boon disc.enab@urcthamesnorth.org.uk



A Cash Injection for Ukrainian Refugees

Geoff C (member of Cores End URC) writes:

I have been helping to run Hedsor Jazz for over 20 years. It runs live jazz every Thursday at the Hedsor
Club in Bourne End. In May we ran a very successful evening to raise money for the Ukrainian refugees.

The Jazz Club members wanted to give the money raised to an organisation directly supporting the
refugees from Ukraine, and on Thursday 2 June we were delighted to be able to present a cheque for
over £1000 to Rev David Downing of Maidenhead’s United Reformed Church, who have been active in
sending lorry loads of supplies out to Ukraine via Poland.

While sending donated goods is important and beneficial for the refugees, having funds to enable local
purchase of the necessary items will greatly assist them in the help they can offer.

Below is a photo of the cheque presentation. From left to right that’s me, Geoff C (for Hedsor Jazz), Rev
David Downing from Maidenhead URC and Jolante Pietrusinska, the instigator of the aid convoys.

For more information on the work of Maidenhead URC please see
https://www.maidenheadurc.org.uk/ukraine

For more information of Jazz at Hedsor Club please see https://jazzfromgeoff.blogspot.com

Church Correspondence
The Work of Church Secretary is being shared by elders and minister at present.
Church Correspondence should be sent to
(Trinity)   secretary@trinity-urc.org.uk
(Cores End)   berylgeoffbritt@gmail.com



Join the URC at Greenbelt

Greenbelt Festival is set for a jubilant return this year with a long weekend of artistry, activism and
belief right here in the East Midlands in the beautiful grounds of Boughton House.
Musicians Brian Eno, Martyn Joseph and The Magic Numbers and speakers Simon Armitage, John
Bell, Caroline Lucas, Renni Eddo-Lodge and Rowan Williams are just a fraction of the line-up already
announced, with more to follow.
The United Reformed Church (URC) is playing a key part, taking “Revolting Christians” as its theme.
Revolting Christians stand up to injustice, confront oppression and seek lasting change for good,
following the example of Jesus. Alongside delicious drinks, treats and affordable meals, the URC
café will host worship, discussion, music, bedtime stories and superb crafts, all celebrating revolting
Christians from history and encouraging and equipping us to be revolting Christians now!
There will also be a special service on 28 August to mark our 50th jubilee, celebrating the rich
diversity of the URC with a memorable birthday party. You can come alone, in families or in groups,
for a day or for the duration: the programme promises an unforgettable time for everyone. Please
consider coming along to the festival on this special day!!!
The Evans and Sparks family are unable to go to Greenbelt this year, but thoroughly recommend it
and can tell you more of what’s involved. For other details, visit the URC’s dedicated Greenbelt
page.



The GREEN Page

Net Zero in my Neighbourhood

‘Councils are well-placed to deliver on net zero as they are the master planners of places,
convenors of civil society and business, and have detailed knowledge of place and people.
With their understanding of the specific needs of their locality, they can ensure the transition
to net zero is just and appropriate to place.’
Joint Public Issues Team are launching a new campaign: ‘Net Zero In My Neighbourhood’. Have you
every wondered what it would look like for your community to be net-zero? Local councils play a key
role in creating a just and fair transition to net-zero up and down the country. That’s why we’re
encouraging churches to get involved, and to be part of the transition. Find out more information on
the JPIT website
Net Zero From the Ground Up: the case for councils | Joint Public Issues Team
Our own Environmental Audit
Thank you to all who have taken part in this at both churches. Ali Wheeler from Cores End will now
be compiling the results and we hope to share these soon. Please continue to share your experiences
of trying to live a planet-friendly life, with its blessings and challenges. The more ideas, encouragement
and inspiration we can share, the better.
Next Work Party on the Cores End Meadow and Grounds
Our next work parties are on Saturday 9 July (10 – 11.30 am). For more information contact Terry
Hinks.
Wycombe and Marlow Area Joint Eco Church Group
This group had its second meeting at the end of May (and plans to meet again online on 27 September
at 7.30 pm. If you would like to get involved please contact Terry. Among matters raised were the
presence of bats in and around some of our local churches (St John’s Little Marlow counted 300 bats
in its survey.) Though they can bring their challenges taking part on counting and protecting them can
be a very positive part of a local church’s care for creation.

The Green School of Cookery

It is summer! Time for salad (green stuff!) and cold meats. No need to be standing over a hot stove
this month.



URC 50th Anniversary in 2022

FAITH – HOPE – LOVE – SINCE 1972

5 October 2022 marks the 50th anniversary of the formation of the United Reformed Church,
following the approval of a Uniting Declaration by the Assembly of the then Congregational
Church in England and Wales and by the General Assembly of the then Presbyterian Church of
England. Further unions took place in 1981 and 2000, to make the URC what it is today.

Past, present and future
TELLING THE STORY

A timeline covering the fifty years since the start of the URC

‘Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever’ (Hebrews 13.8)

1972 1982 1992 2002 2012 2022

Along with other URCs across the country, we are planning 1972 – 2022 timelines at both our
churches. They will each be displayed along one wall of the church worship area. On them we
want to note significant events in our personal, church and wider life.
Please think of an event you want to add to the line (possibly with a small photograph to go with
it) – an event such as a birth, wedding, new job or home, a trip of a lifetime or perhaps something
in the story of our church or nation, or a global event. You choose – but it must have happened
sometime between 1972 and 2022!
The timelines will be going up in July and remain until the climax of the Anniversary celebrations
in October – so you have time to reflect on 50 amazing, challenging, blessed years.
The URC General Assembly meets at the Hayes, Swanwick (8 to 11 July), bringing together
representatives from across the country to celebrate, discuss, worship and make decisions about
the life and work of the URC. Please keep this in your prayers.
URC Jubilee Service at Methodist Central Hall Westminster on 1 October. Tickets are still
available – details on the URC website URC 50th anniversary service tickets available - United
Reformed Church
If you love singing, why not join the URC’s 50th anniversary choir?!
Organisers of the URC Jubilee Service are looking for voices in a variety of styles, to reflect the
diversity of the denomination, to sing at the Service of Celebration and Thanksgiving on 1 October.
Members of the choir will receive the music in advance and have a rehearsal day in central
London and then a final rehearsal on the day at the hall ahead of the service.
Unfortunately, we are not able to cover travel expenses. However, your local church might be able
to help. Lunch and refreshments will be provided. Register your interest
If you’d like to, please register your interest by using our online form.
For further information, please email the team at 50@urc.org.uk.



URC 50TH ANNIVERSARY PRODUCTS

Special books and products for this 50th Anniversary year include:

Golden Threads – Reflections from 50 years of The
Congregational Federation and The United Reformed
Church is a new 184-page book from ministers and others
to mark the 50th anniversaries of both denominations.
Edited by Peter Brain and Alan Marsden, the book,
published jointly by the URC and the Congregational
Federation, is divided into four main sections, with
forewords from Yvonne Campbell and John Bradbury, the
General Secretaries of both churches. £12.99 +p&p.
Proceeds will go to The Trussell Trust.

Four handmade soaps to celebrate the 50th
anniversary of the URC, hand made in Cornwall by

Suddy Nora - the company that supplied soap to the
G7 meeting in 2021. Choose from Seaweed,

Lemongrass & Lime; Grapefruit & Lime; Orange and
Rosemary; Lemongrass & Cedarwood. All four are

available in a box set. Each bar has Faith – Hope –
Love – Since 1972 imprinted onto it. £2.95 each

or £11.00 for the set of four soaps +p&p.

A pair of jubilee socks designed by Holy Socks. Each
pair comes with details about the URC and a reflection
on Faith, Hope and Love by Holy Socks founder
Margaret Wyllie. Available in two sizes, 4-7 and 6-11.
£5.95 +p&p.

Please order online using the URC Bookshop’s easy-to-use website www.urcshop.co.uk or
by calling 020 7916 8629.



Please continue to send in your photos to photos@trinity-urc.org.uk

Picture Page

Litter Pickers at Trinity on 29 May

Geoff, Rosie and Dave in front of Jubilee
bunting created by the Junior Church

Jubilee Bunting knitted by Linda and Beryl
Getting into the Jubilee Spirit!

The Prayer Spot
Heavenly father, forgive us in our “busy” lives for putting other things as more of a priority than spending
time in your service - either in our speaking or doing.
Let us not forget the needs of others, which may not always be obvious. Help us to learn to listen, and
not jump to conclusions.
As we enjoy the warm sunny days, help us to see the beauty of the nature around
us - from the earth to the deep blue sky; the insects on the soil, the plants
growing from the earth, the birds singing in the trees or floating high in the sky,
the cotton-wool-like clouds - all taking their place in this magical world. Each of
these a part of your creation.
As we venture away on holidays, let us be grateful of that opportunity, and
remember that some cannot enjoy a change of scenery - either for financial or
health reasons, or because of other responsibilities.
We ask these in the name of your son, Jesus,
Amen


